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Enrichment Day 2 

 
 
Thanks again to all the parents, alumni 
and community members who donated 
their time and effort on Enrichment Day! 
So many students have shared how 
much they have enjoyed the day, the 
experiences and the relationships that 
they made in their activities. Check out 
the video from ENRICHMENT DAY 2! 
 
BCMS would LOVE to expand the 
activities being offered to students for 
Enrichment Day 3 (ED3). YOU (or 
someone you know) could share what 
you do or are interested in with a 
SMALL group of interested students (5-
8) in a very informal setting for ED3 and 
make an impact on the future!  
 
Please consider volunteering for our last 
Enrichment Day, April 28 when we will 
be hosting ED3: Adventure is Out 
There!  Contact Mrs. 
Updegrove by FEBRUARY 29. 
 
We have students requesting the 
following activities: 
 
Acting 
Animation 

Baking 
Bikes & BMX 
Coding in C++ 
Cooking 
Dance 
Fencing 
Filmmaking 
Geocaching 
Gymnastics 
Horseback riding 
How to do different types of braids  
Knitting 
Model rocketry 
NASCAR Trivia 
Origami  
Parkour 
Photography 
Pretzel Making 
Robotics 
Rock Climbing 
Sign language 
Tennis 
Video Game creation 
World languages other than French and 
Spanish 
 
 

Enrichment Day 2 – Pottery 

Studio Field Trip 

During Enrichment Day 2 a group of 7th 
& 8th grade students went on a field trip 
to a local pottery studio.   
 
See photos on next page. 
 

https://youtu.be/FD-fxSyMhnQ
https://youtu.be/FD-fxSyMhnQ


 
This image from our class trip shows 
students watching John, the artist & 
owner of Kissimmee River Studio, 
demonstrating how to decorate the 
surface of a clay bowl using black 
underglaze and a paint brush. 
 

 
John also demonstrated to students how 
to use a refined clay slip to add texture 
and decorative designs to the surface of 
their clay pots.  He applied and spread 
the slip using a clay tool called a rib. 
 

 
After watching John demonstrate 
students had the chance to experiment 
on the potter's wheel!  This image is of 
Gabi Baker working to center a ball of 
clay. 
 

US History 

In Mrs. Kepner's 6th Grade Language 
Arts class, students have been working 
on a unit focused on times in US History 
that people have come together to 
overcome oppression.   
 
In past weeks, students have looked at 
plays, articles, and primary sources 
concerning the end of slavery and the 
leadership of Frederick Douglass and 
Booker T. Washington as well as the 
civil rights movement following Lynda 
Blackmon and other teen freedom 
fighters in Selma, Alabama who 
followed Martin Luther King, Jr.  
 
This week, students delved into child 
labor of the industrial revolution with a 
web-quest that prompted the creation of 
a "body bio" to show in an artistic way 
the characterization of child labors who 
worked in factories, mines, seafood and 



farming.  Students also studied two 
dramatic adaptations of the 1899 newsie 
strike in NYC.  Synthesizing this week's 
child labor study is a RAFT where 
students will be able to write from the 
perspective of a factory owner, union 
leader, reporter, or child laborer 
selecting to write persuasive letters, op-
eds, narratives, plays, or diary 
entries.  The culmination of this unit will 
end with a research project, beginning 
next week, where students will work 
towards crafting a 5-8 minute biographic 

presentation on a person who has 
overthrown oppression.  
 

Building Bridges With 8th Grade 

Math & Science 

Today in Mr. Tylin and Ms. Bernet's 
classes, students worked in the media 
center on an engineering based lab 
using scientific and math practices. 
Students were able to model bridges 
and the variables that effect bridge 
strength. See pictures below! 

 
 

  

  

 



Donations to Make-A-Wish Foundation 

  
 
BCMS students present a check to Make-A-Wish-NJ Foundation 
 
 



8th Grade Mixer 

 
 
BCMS 8th grade students and SMS 8th 
grade students gathered together for a 
Mid-Year Mixer at Branchburg Sports 
Complex last week. The day was filled 
with team building activities designed to 
mingle the two schools that will be 
combining as freshman at Somerville 
High School next year. Even the SMS 
teachers and BCMS teachers mingled 

together in the GAGA pit. It was a 
productive and enjoyable day for all. We 
hope to plan some more events with 
Somerville Middle School in an effort to 
ease the transition for our 8th grade 
students. 
 
See additional photos

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.branchburg.k12.nj.us/pages/Branchburg_TWP/Virtual_Backpack/BCMS/3587969675641429410

